6o               Madame de StdeL

Madame de Warens, whom he quickly converts
into a confidant; and in Germany he marries a
person of doubtful character, from whom he
separates with more motives than he had for
marrying her. A libertine, with a theatrical
sort of excitability, dissipated, a gambler, and a
duellist, he says of himself: " I have lived a
very unsettled and, I will say, a very miserable
life, filling those around me with wonder at my
precocious talents and distrust of my violent,
quarrelsome, and malicious character." He
had marvellous faculties for grasping every
subject, and a mind well able to clothe each
one in sparkling and glowing imagery; he was
insinuating, persuasive, keen, sarcastic, ironi-
cal; he observed and learned everything, in
spite of his general debauchery of life and
thought He unfolded and displayed a genius
capable of handling the universe, but he dis-
played it to every chance wind and let it float
with every caprice. Incapable of concentration
save momentarily and as though unintention-
ally; greedy for a glory that had no object;
devoured by an aimless activity; full of cross-
purposes and surprises; wedded to the world
by his love of gambling, gallantries, and the
vanity of his success in the salons/ yet in the
midst of all this filled with a longing for soli-
tude. He was ambitious for conquests, but